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YvATER  SUPPLY  OUTIX)OK 


RIO  GRMDE  km  CAI'IADIAN  DRAINAGE  BASINS 
April  1,  1950 


The  v/ater  supply  outlook  for  the  Rio  Grande  and  its  tributaries 
in  San  Luis  Valley  is  slightly  less  than  normal  and  much  less 
favorable  than  a  year  ago.     To  the  north  of  the  upper  Rio  Grande 
and  along  the  Sangre  de  Cristo  Range  the  snow  cover  is  definite- 
ly lovv^c     There  is  no  snow  in  the  valley.     On  Northern  New  Mexico 
tributaries  the  snow  cover  decreased  during  March  and  on  many 
snow  courses  the  snow  is  less  than  for  any  April  1  since  measure- 
ments vj-ere  started  in  1937»     Soil  moisture  is  deficient  through- 
out the  watershed. 
i_  


RIO  GRAI'JDE 

At  Vn'olf  Greek  Pass  and  for  a  short  distance  north  and  south  along  the 
Continental  Divide  snow  cover  is  near  average.     Elsewhere  on  the  mountains 
surrounding  San  Luis  Valley  the  snow  cover  ranges  down  to  about  one-half 
of  normal.     The  summer  flow  of  the  Rio  Grande,  Alamosa  and  Conejos  Rivers 
at  the  rim  of  the  valley  will  be  near  average  but  the  flow  of  other 
streams  will  be  much  less.     Soil  moisture  conditions  in  the  valley  are 
dryo    Carryover  storage  in  irrigation  reservoirs  is  well  above  last  year 
and  the  past  ten  year  average. 

On  the  headvraters  of  the  Rio  Chama  snow  cover  is  only  68  percent  of  normal 
and  56  percent  of  last  year  at  this  timec    On  the  Sangre  de  Cristo  range 
to  the  east  of  tne  river  snow  cover  is  very  light,  about  25  to  30  percent 
of  the  April  1  average^    The  snow-melt  season  llow  of  these  streams  vd.ll 
be  much  less  than  normal.    Soil  moisture  conditions  are  reported  as  poor 
in  the  middle  Rio  Grande  irrigated  area.     Storage  in  El  Vado  reservoir  is 
aovvn  to  22,000  acre-feeto 

The  combined  storage  of  Elephant  Butte  and  Caballo  reservoirs  is  novr 
830,000  acre-feet,  about  200,000  acre  feet  above  a  year  ago.    With  the 
current  runoff  prospects  in  the  Rio  Grande  there  will  be  considerable 
decline  in  storage  during  the  next  year.     Soil  moisture  conditions  are 
dr;-  in  the  lovrcr  valley. 

There  is  practically  no  snow  on  the  headwaters  of  the  Pecos,  Storage 
in  Alamogordo  and  Iic"..Hlan  reservoirs  now  totals  117,000  acre-feet 
¥;hich  is  much  above  average.     Soil  moisture  conditions  on  the  Carlsbad 
project    are  poor, 

ca:-iadian 

Snow  cover  on  the  Canadian  River  tributaries  is  the  lowest  for  April  1 
for  many  years.      Conchas  reservoir  has  in  storage  308,000    acre  feet  as 
compared  to  306,000      a  year  ago.      On  the  Tucumcari  project  soil  mois- 
ture and  crop  conditions  are  described  as  fairg 
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WATER  CONTENT  OF  SNOW  ON  THE  WATERSHEDS  OF 
PLATTE^ ARKANSAS, UPPER  COLORADO  AND  RIO  GRANDE  BASINS 

BASED  ON  SNOW  SURVEYS^  MADE  APPROXIMATELY  FIRST   DAY  OF  MONTH 

In  Percent  of  Normal 

April  1,  1950 
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Federal  -  State  -  Private 
COOPERATIVE  SNOW  SURVEYS 


Furnishes  the  basic  data 
necessary  for  forecasting 
water  supply  for  irrigation, 
domestic  and  municipal  water 
supply,  hydro-electric  power 
generation,  navigation, 
mining  and  industry 


"WATER  IS  THE  WEST'S  GREATEST  RESOURCE" 


